Preliminary observations on the use of the capillary flocculation test for the diagnosis of heartwater (Cowdria ruminantium infection).
A capillary flocculation test was developed to diagnose heartwater disease of ruminants. Antigen was prepared from the brains of cattle and goats highly infected with Cowdria ruminantium. Sera were obtained from experimentally infected ruminants which either recovered naturally or with the aid of oxytetracycline treatment. Antibodies were first detected one to two weeks after clinical recovery or after treatment, and persisted for periods varying between one and four weeks. Control sera collected from cattle (sheep) and goats in the Netherlands where heartwater does not occur, or from animals serologically positive for Anaplasma marginale or Eperythrozoon ovis infections, did not react to the test.